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SEOUL, KOREA, AUGUST, 1903.

THE RIVER AND THE MOUNTAINS.

A Home Letter by Rev. C. A. Clark.

Seoul, May 23, 1903.
Dear P'olks :

—

Just got in from ray first long trip in

the country. I went out witli ^Ir. Wel-
bon into the district north-west of here.

We expected to be out nearly four

weeks, but on account of circumstances
which I will mentiou later came in a

little under three weeks. We went out

the South Gate to the Han ri\a:r, travel-

led down to its mouth and up a small

tributary to the town which was to be

our base of supplies. It was Buddh.a’s

birthday when we left, and heathendom
was in gala attire. Everywhere the

houses were decorated with flags and
streamers. A dozen cheap Japanese
theatres had sprung up in a night.

Huge fish-shaped balloons were floating

from poles over houses where male child-

ren had come during the year. The
streets were crowded with country peo-

ple who had come in miles to sight-see.

Down on the Han it was the same.

Near the city we passed a great number
of pleasure boats on which young boys
were dancing for the amusement of their

rich patrons. I got niy first good intro-

duction to Korean instrumental music.

It is the queerest conglomeration of

rhythmless, tuneless, irregular sounds I

ever heard. Still they like it.

Our boat was a rickety old sampau
about 25 feet long with one long oar

behind and two men to row. Our Cap-
tain. I think, must have been that An-
cient Mariner that Alt. Gale speaks of

in his book. He had one eye and a hare

lip and he was grizzled and worn with

age and weather. The “grew” was a

very talkative individual who volubly ex-

plained to us all about the things we saw.

I was surprised at the size of the Han.
At Seoul it is as big as the Missfssippi at

Winona, and in places below it must be
over half a mile wide. The tide goes up
far beyond Seoul, being, next to the bay
of Fund}', the highest tide in the world.
It makes an ideal place for a Korean to

live. When the tide is running out they
get in the stream and float. It carries

them over four miles an hour. When
the tide goes against them they anchor.
Time is no object to them. They won’t
carry a cargo, except for exhorbitant
prices. One fourth the value of their

boat for a fifty mile freight is a fair

charge. One cargo keeps them in to-

bacco and rice for a month. Between
times and in fact all of the time they are

absolutely, indifferent as to whether they
go anywhere or not.

We started at 3 p. m. and meandered
casually down stream. We passed sever-

al villages w’here just hundreds of ships

were collected. At the mast of many
flags were floating. • M}" teacher said

they were prayers to the patron gods for

protection. As we passed one boat, a

large one, there was a tremendous hub-
bub, beating of drums, shouting, sing-

ing, and waving flags. It continued for

.some minutes. Then we saw them begin
to lift their sails and at the same time
a great cloud of smoke arose—incense
apparently. As the bo.at began to glide

away we saw they had left on the water
a great mass of burning material. It

was the incense burning and continuing
their prayer to the storm god for safe

gu'dance.

Our boat, as I said before, was 25 feet

long. Of that length the rowers took

six feet. Then there was six feel cover-

ed. At the bow was six feet more where
the slimy old anchor was. The re-

mainder was ours. The actual measure-
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meuts were feet long by 5 wide. Into

that we had to pile all our baggage.
That left a space 3^ feet wide for us to

sleep in. At night they put one thick-

ness of a dirty mat over our heads across

a pole, making a roof and further limit-

ing our quarters, so that thej’ were 5^ by

3)4 by 2p2 feet at the highest point. Talk
about sleeping in a dry gpods box ! But
there was no lack of air. At the ridge

our mat didn’t connect, so all night the

moon shone in our faces, while at the

edges the gentle zephyrs lifted our roof

and furnished plenty of ozone. Still we
rolled into our blankets and slept the

sleep of the just, unheeding the smell of

the old anchor or the water-bugs, rocked
in the cradle of the deep. In the covered
part of the boat the rowers, my teacher,

the cook, and the cook’s mother-in-law
slept. I don’t know how they managed
it. It must have been .spoon fashion.

About half the night the tide was with

us and the rowers kept at work. It was
pleasant to lie and listen to the lapping

of the waves, the singing of the boatmen
on other boats, or the various farawaj'

noises from the land. At daybreak we
were up, watching the things along the

bank. We had to tie up for the tide at

II A. M. beside a village. We went on
.shore, found there were no Christians in

the village, Mr. Welbon and my teacher

gathered a crowd of men and talked to

them. I can’t manage it ver}’ well 5'et,

so I slipped off and got a crowd of boys

and talked to them, doing my first work
in Korean. I was surprised how much
they did know. They all said they knew
“Hananim,” God, and that He lived in

the sky. They said they didn’t know
what became of folks when they died,

except that they got put in the ground.

They were most interested in the story

about God’s Son. I told them I had in

the boat some papers that had the Jesus

story on. They all wanted them. When
I distributed a few they went off to find

some one to read them. I hope it did

some good.

We passed the famous Kang Wha is-

land in the afternoon. It is where in

ancient times the king used to flee in

time of war. In it was kept the famous
turtle seal of state, the symbol of royalty.

It was the scene, too, of our “little war
of the ’60s’’ as Griffis calls it. I was
most interested in the forts on the is-
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land. There must be at least a hund-
red—old heavy ruins they are now, cover-
ed with moss and ivy. Nearly all are
deserted. The}’' once guarded the Han
securely and kept Korea a hermit. They
couldn’t stand long before modern war
guns, and, as they fell, so the wall of ex-
clusion went down.
We got to Pai Chun in the morning

and went up to the little church. There
were two cute little rooms beside the
church, which are devoted to the mis-
sionary. One is about 10 by 6 feet and
the other 6 by 6. The ceilings are about

7 feet. It is clean and nice, with white
paper and clean mattings. It got to be
like home before we got back. It was ’

about the only approximately clean place
we saw. We had to wait that day for

the helper to come in from the country,
so stayed at Pai Chun. The next morn-
ing aher prayers we started with our
cots and food on an ox and all of us
walking. We made 15 miles before din-
ner. It was pretty rough travelling, all

rocky mountain roads. We stopped at

a heathen village. Our load hadn’t come
so we couldn’t get dinner, but we held
an impromptu preaching on the porch
of tlie inn. M}’ teacher gave the most
ingenious street talk I’ve ever heard.
He had some tracts. If he had given
them out at once probably not one in ten

would have read them. He didn’t. He
said, “Friends, I‘ve something to say to

you.’’ They said “Say on.’’ He said

“I’ve got a paper here that has a story

on it. It’s about the Son of God. It

tells about the strange way in which He
came to earth. It tells of wonderful
things He did. It tells how a bad man
came to be made good. It tells how— ’’

Some one broke in abruptly, “Read us

some of it.’’ “Yes,’’ he said, “perhaps,

presently. It tells about wonderful
miracles. It tells about— ’’ Again two
or three broke in, “Read some of it.’’

“Very well,’’ he said, “but my eyes are

hurting me,’’ and they were a little,

“won’t you read?’’ he said to a man
who appeared to be of some importance.

The man was duly flattered and he read,

the helper explaining. The reader being

a man of importance in the village all

had to listen respectfully. After the

reading we had several private talks

with individuals. It may not amount to

anything, but it was a seed sown.
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In the afternoon we walked lo miles

further, making 25 miles in the blazing

sun for the first day. We all had blist-

ers. The teacher had some as big as a

dollar. We stayed that night at Kun
Chun, where helper Kim lives. He was
to accompany us for a few days. Little

of interest occurred there, except that

outside of a butcher shop near by I saw
my first ocular proof that Koreans eat

dog meat. I saw the good butcher skin-

ning the juicy morsel. Our helper has

been three years in that village, but for

some reason can’t make an impression.

The next day we made 10 miles before

dinner to a little village, Nodori. There
were but two houses of Christians there.

The head of one of these households had
just died and they were holding the fun-

eral feast, lasting for days, during which
every comer gets the best the house af-

fords as long as the estate remains solv-

ent. The poor old wife greeted us with
tears. She said, “The old man is gone
now.’’ Mr. Welbon says he never saw
a Korean cry for grief before. They
generally laugh when in their severest

times of sorrow. I shall remember that

village by two or three things; first, the

leader of the group was a hunter, one of

the most picturesque figures I ever saw.

His clothes looked like a crazy quilt

patched in a hundred places neatly, each
patch a different shade of white. His
hair hung down on his shoulders. He
was half blind. His old seven foot fuse-

fire gun looked as though it came from
the junk heap. His Bible, which was
evidently well used, had some time since

parted with its cover, and in its place he
had the cover of an old Assembly Herald
pasted on. He asked me several times
what the writing on the cover was. He
reminded me so much of Cooper’s old

Leatherstocking heroes.

My second vivid remembrance was
bugs. We went into the mourning house
and sat on the mats. Evidently others
had been there before and had left their

possessions. The animals of the night
simply swarmed on those mats. My
third remembrance is of that poor widow
as we left the village for 10 miles more
in the afternoon. With tears in her eyes
the lonely woman said the beautiful Ko-
rean Christian farewell, “By the grace
of the Father may you go your way in

peace.
’ ’
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That afternoon’s walk was through
scenery of which any land might be
proud, towery cliffs and mountain peaks,
roaring rapids and singing, sparkling
brooks. The varying shades of green in

the forest and the grain or rice fields, it

was all grand. That day I got my first

taste of crossing a stream pick-a-pack.
It’s an indescribable sensation to be
perched on the shoulders of a little man
and see the mountain water swirling
around his knees, and to know that if he
slipped you would get a good ducking in

icy water. I don’t like it. Still we got
used to it for before we were through we
did it nearly twenty-five times. At Tang
Kol, where we spent the night and the
follotving day, Sunday, the work was
very discouraging. The 22 believers

were engaged in a three-cornered row.
We had session meeting for twelve hours
steadily, and perhaps things will quiet

down now. We had hardly gotten into

Tang Kol before down came old Leather-
stocking from Nodori with a pheasant as

a present for us. When we left at one
o’clock he had taken his old gun, scour-

ed the mountain, gotten the game, and
walked ten miles to give it to us and to

unite with us in the Sunday services

that we held. I presided at some of the

services with my teacher as mouthpiece,
while Mr. Welbon and the helpers con-
ducted session.

The next three or four days were com-
paratively monotonous, walk 15 or 20

miles, hold session, preach, and go on.

We were in the ginseng fields then.

They are queer. All over the fields are

long low sheds about two feet high in

front and 18 inches behind. They’re
open on the sides. The idea seems to be,

shade them from the sun and yet allow

of watering. Ginseng is probably the

costliest thing in Korea. It is used for

medicine. It takes from six to nine
years for the plants to mature. The
fields are all surrounded by walls and
where the plants are soon to mature
there is also a watch-tower from which
a guard can keep watch.
As we passed through a great valley

near Song Do, the old capital, we faced

a tremendous big gate, as big as a city

gate, 30 feet high. From it to the cliff

on each side was a high wall. It was
used in the early days to stop invaders,

though how it could do it is a puzzler.
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for the invader could send a troop back
three fourths of a mile, make. a detour
around a hill, and get inside the gate.

Perhaps the defenders hoped the invader
wouldn’t be so impolite as to leave the

road.

On May 14, my birthday, we entered

a large village, 'vvhere no foreigner had
ever been. The whole town turned out
to see us. School closed and a score of

ver}^ inky young citizens were turned
loose (schools in Korea run from 6 .v.m.

to 7 p. M. Only Chinese is taught. A
boy’s studiousness is guaged by the
amount of ink on his mouth, fingers,

and clothes) to view the sight. We had
one Christian family. The mob packed
in around where we were. Klvery win-
dow and door was filled. Where the

windows.were of paper they poked holes.

I counted 16 heads in a door two feet by
four. Our room was but five feet square.

I can appreciate now the feelings of ani-

mals in a menagerie. All the.se good
people wanted to see the “animals.”
When we closed our door several times
t’uey opened it to look in. At mealtime
they packed around the cook so he could
scarcely work and when he brought in

the food they formed a lane 10 deep on
a side to see the procession go by.

But we did have a bles.sed time,

preached our best and they listened

gladly. Our next town was full of

typhus. Two had died right in the
church building, and others all around
it. We only stayed there a few hours.

On our way back to Pai Chun w’e got

into a place full of body lice and gather-

ed a goodly contribution of them very
much against our wills. It’s hard to sit

on a red hot stone 'floor with wild beasts

like that climbing into your clothing

and talk very eloquently of the Gospel,

and yet one must not offend, so it has to

be done.
Pai Chun seemed like heaven for

cleanliness after 10 days of country.

It’s rooms seemed palatial after 6 by 6 by
6 feet mud walled grimy rooms. The
air in it was delicious after the tobacco-

sauerkraut-bug-disease infected rooms
we had been in. And best bf all we
found there a handful of potatoes we had
left. They tasted like nectar after

coarse sandlike rice for five da}'S. It

was so good.

We stayed in Pai Chun three days.
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making little side trips out a day and
back. Sunday was a fair sample. Pray-
ers at 7:30. service at 10, Sunday-school
at I, five miles out in the country meet-
ing at 4:30, back for evening at 7:30.
All the time between w'as used in indi-
vidual conversation, settling Bible ques-
tions for enquirers, hearing grievances
&c. ’

I

Wednesday went to Kunintali, tlie 1

town where Christianity began in that
j

end of Whang Hai province. While
holding a meeting there at night a cou-

;

rier came with a letter 'calling us home.
A little baby had come to the 'Welbon

i

home. That courier was a jewel : he had I

come over 90 miles in two days on foot,

one whole day in a blinding rain, across ^

rice fields under water and streams vvhere
I

the bridges were out, not stopping at

anything. I’d like to see an American
!

do that for 55 cents wages— 180 miles
|

altogether.

Of course we had to strike for home.
We thought of letting the helper and
myself finish the trip alone, but found
on examination that we had food for but
two days, so gave it up. At 4 a.m. Mr.
Welbon started alone for the river, hop-
ing to get a boat with eight rowers and
go up against the tide. I followed at 7
to another town 10 miles awa}’. The
cook went back to Pai Chun to gather
up the baggage. Mr. Welbon could not

get a boat, so came where I was. Later
the cook came in. We hired a boat to

go up, but a thousand things went wrong.
The tide and wind both fought us. At
last we got half way up and all seemed
well, but we ran on a sandbank and lost

our rudder. It was all up then. Wel-
bon and I got to the bank and tried to

walk to Seoul. We got tangled up on
the dikes of the rice fields 6 feet high
and 6 inches wide, got two miles and
found the country flooded, couldn’t go
back, couldn’t hire chair, horse or

donkey, had to reach Seoul, for the couri-

er said he thought the baby wouldn’t
live. Walked from 1:30 p.m. tp 9:30,

covered 35 miles, half of it wading,

four times used a boat wherea road once
was, twice waded nearly to waist in icy

water, often in six inches deep for a

half mile. Found we couldn’t cross the

Kfan, so W'ent to sleep. Had nothing to

eat since ii a.m. and no water
;
didn’t

dare drink, because of typhus every-

THE KOREA FIELD.
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where. Slept on red hot floor in 6 by
6 room, three of us

;
room full of fleas.

Couldn’t stand it
;
arose at 3 a.m., got

into Seoul at 6:30. Glad to be alive.

EXTRACTS FROM AXNCAL REPORT

Of Miss S. A. Doty, Ju7ie, igoj.

’J'he father of one pupil is .a day laborer

with a faraih’ dependent on his earn-

ings. This girl was the oldest in the

family—their mainstay in the house-

work and in the care of the' younger
children. How could they spare her?
How could they pay* anything toward
her support, if they should let her come ?

On a recent visit in this home the moth-
er told me of this anxiety which they
had had and added with tears in her eyes

that the 5’ounger sister had helped her

so well and that the money came' all in

good time—everything had been better

than they could have guessed. This
may seem trivial in a report, but it shows
that the Gospel has power to so read-

just things in the home as to make', hu-

man impossibilities Divinelj' possible.
I

One woman who bade me goodnight
on Sabbath evening, said she would be
unable to attend the class the next day,

as she worked on a farm some distance

from there and would have to go to h<i^

work. That night rain set in, and her’s

was the first face I saw the following
mo’'ning. When, the passage, “Not
every one that saith unto me Cord, L,ord

•

.,j. but they that do the will of my
Father,’’ was under discussion, this

woman said with great earnestness “ft
is for me to see that my thoughts and
words conform to this word : if the}' do
not, 1 am not His.”

The Work at Masan is much on the
hearts of the Haiju Christians, especial-

ly so of Mrs. Yi, who accompanied me on
this trip. After we left Tatan and the
delightful meetings we had had there she
said to me “There’s a heap more plea-

sure in ttie work at Masan than at Ta-
tan.” Masan is a very w'icked place ; the
work is new: but the difficulties did not
oppress Mrs. Yi. There were the. Ford’s
chosen ones there and He was calling

them out. A 15 miles walk over two
mountains w'ith a sister's baby strapped
on her back most of the way, and later

a thirty mile walk back to her home

in one day with the same little incumb-
ent. were counted only joy to her as she
saw' the little circle of believing ones
widening oui in Masan.

A XEW CHURCH.

From April Station Report of

Rev. F. S. Miller:

'J^he catechumens at Sin 'i'ai had been
on the list almost a year, had

studied their Fibles w'ell, and passed
good examinations. The only fault I

found w’ith tlieui was that they had not
studied their catechisms and Catechu-
men's Manual. There had b.-en some
rumors against one man who is a yang
ban, but the best element in the church
said they w'ere due to jealousy. As we
could not substantiate any of them, and
all but three women had made good
progres.^, we felt constrained to baptize
all, though I would have lik;;d to have
w'aited, so that future catechumens
should feel the necessity of studying the
course laid down. Their failure was
largely due to the fact that helper Yi
had never seen such a cour.se of study
required here in Seoul and did not un-
derstand my instructions, but told them
to put their time on their Bibles. We
have hot yet selected officers for the

church, but appointed a committee of

four to take charge of the meetings and
one of three to take charge of funds.

THE CLASS AT AN SUNG. '

By Dr. Eva H. Field.

J wish I could report a large class of

earnest students at An Sung, but there
were about five regular in attendance and
another five coming more or less irregu-

larly. Xhe wife of one of the leaders,

}ier mother, and one other member w'ere

especially interested. The wife o^ one
of the deacons wa.s most anxious to come,
but was prevented because of the neces-

sity of w'atching the house. As he had al-

ready had the benefit of tw'o study classes

this year, one would think that he
might have made it possible for his

wife to study during my stay there
;
but

instead he came and sat out on the maru
listening to what we were studying. It

shows something of the position of the
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daughter-in-law iu Korea that on Sun-
day, although there were three services,

the deacon and his mother attended

them all, and the* young wite was left

at home.
A most encouraging sight in the An

Sung church is that of the old women
reading their Bibles. It is not only the

old ones either, for all the women seem
to be stimulated with a desire to learn,

and they say it is due to the earnest

efforts of Mr. F. S. Miller.

One of the older women came up with

me to attend the class in Seoul. At first

she was not inclined to come because I

told her she must bring her rice. She
said that her son had attended the men’s
class and his food had been given him,
and it was a little hard for her to under-

stand why it should not also be done for

the women. I told her we thought they
appreciated more what cost them some-
thing than that that cost nothing, and
also called her attention to the fact that

the baby who always had somebody hold

it up to keep it from falling would never
have strength to stand alone

;
and she

finally decided to come, and brought her

rice money with her.

Extracted from March Station Report.

THE STATION DAY-SCHOOL.

By Rev. W. B. Harrison.

To the Children’s Mission Band,
Second Presbyterian Church, Lebanon,

Kentucky.
My Dear Friends ;

—

As }’’ou have contributed to the sup-

port of the boys’ school at Chunjii, I

suppose you are wondering how it turn-

ed out and are expecting some account
of it. I was supposed to have charge of

it, but Mrs. Harrison really had charge
of it and could have told you about it

much better.

There were i6 boys enrolled : average
age, 12 years, 3 months

;
duration, 7

months; average attendance, to. 7. Only
Christian children were admitted because
the influence of heathen children has

been found to be bad. They are all very
poor and find it diflficult to come reg-

ularly, and, their parents being ignor-

ant, do not appreciate an education as

they should. But by careful oversight ii

was made a real success.

August

Most of the children studied the Bible,,
hymns, and geography under Mrs. Har-
rison, arithmetic under me, and Chinese
and Korean under a native teacher;
while two others of the sm^,ller boys
studied only the Bible, h3^mns, and Kor-
ean, and the biggest boy studied a Gen-
eral History iu Chinese, advanced arith-
metic, and Bible course. They gen-
erally did well in their studies and show-
ed decided development in their Christ-
ian characters.

Mrs. Harrison called them into the
sitting-room for half an hour every Fri-
day afternoon. Sometimes they popped
corn, sometimes they told stories. First
iu one way and theu in another she tried
to make it a time to which they would
look forward with pleasure.

The Koreans know nothing of our way
of conducting a school. They sit flat on
the floor with a book on the floor before
them and call out 'at the top of their
voices the names of the Chinese charac-
ters, swaying their bodies to and fro all

the while to beat time, without thinking
what the characters mean. While I am
writing I hear them studying in a school
two or three squares away. They know
nothing of order in school but talk
among themselves and run in and out as
they like. The teacher rather sets the
example of disorder by smoking in school
and receiving his friends right among
the scholars in a cramped little room, by
whacking with a switch right and left,

and by shouting first to this one, then
to another, “Sing out your characters
there.’’ They go to school at sunrise,

study till nine o’clock, go home to

breakfast for an hour, have dinner at

half past one, and go home at sundown.
They do not study all day by any means,
a vigorous game would be beneath their

dignity, but they loaf and yawn around
much of the day. They have no watches,
or clocks and are very irregular, espec-

ially on cloudy days, as they have not the

sun to go by. Comparatively few of

them learn in ten years to read Chinese
as correctly as an American bo}'’ ten

years old can read English.

We decided that was not the kind of

school we wanted and that we would try

to teach the teacher and scholars a better

method. They were inclined to think

the old method good enough for them,
iu fact better. There was nothing left
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for us to do but to lay down the lav,^ as

to how we wanted the school run. Since

trying our method they see the advan-
tage of it and would not go back to the

old if the}’’ could.

The native schools usually run all the

year, with holiday on the first and fif-

teenth of their month aud two weeks,
may be a mouth’s holiday at their New
Year. A Korean gentleman looks upon
work as degrading and a school-boy will

not do a lick of work. If he has to work
he stops studying. We have school from
nine o’clock to four 6ve days in a week,
so as to give the boys some time to work,
and tell them that, since Christ, our
great Teacher, was a carpenter, all honest
labor is exalting, and that the real low’-

down fellow is the drone.

As it was necessary for me to take a

long trip into the country at the time
.school closed, I could not be there

;
but

they tell me they had a good time. It

may be different with you, but there is

no way so sure to make a Korean boy
have a good time as to give him some-
thing to eat. Two long benches with-
out backs were put together for a low
table in the study, a snowy cloth put on,

and plenty of things good to eat spread
out. Then the boys were unexpectedly
called in. So little are they accustomed
to in their homes, that this simple spread
seemed to them like a royal feast. It

seemed to awe them. Finally one of them
asked a blessing. They sat down on
the floor and ate very quietly. Some
one remarked it would be well if the
teacher and the .Moksa (pastor) were
there. Pretty soon it was all over and
they said goodbye.

Half an hour later two of them came
as a comniittee, hunting Mrs. Harri.son
in the back yard, where .she was working
in a flower bed, and said if she would
pray with them that they thought they
could go away with less sorrowful minds.
So they all gathered again in the study,
had prayers, and parted. They did not
know they were parting for the la.sttime.

One of them has said that, now she is

gone, we cannot have school any more.
We cannot have it as we would have had
it, but we must do the best we can.

I hope your interest in the school will

be none the le.ss, but rather all the more;
for now the ueed is greater than ever.

Pray that the boys may remember what

she taught them and may grow into

good and useful men. They are the

only hope we have for good Suixlay-

school teachers and church officers and
possibly preachers. The oldest boy
preaches at the market every fifth day aud
sometimes has a class in Sunday-school.
But I must stop for this time. When
you write tell me all about your band.

Your friend,

W. B. Harrison.
July loth., 1903.

THREE CHOICE WOMEN.

From A?inual Report of Mrs. Avison,

June. 190J.

'J'here are a number of deir old Christ-

ian women in my class. One, a

Mrs. An, vvhosesaintly face dees one good
to look at, seems always the same, so

sweet and patient, her countenance even

and unrufSed, as if to say “I am at peace

with my God and all the world as well.”

Perhaps you will say she has nothing to

distur’o or ruffle her. I was surprised to

hear from a missionary lady, who visited

her in her home, that when the call was
made she had a pile of clothes lying un-

washed on the floor and she was washing.
Washing for her living, and she over 70
years of age! She always looks the pic-

ture of purity, her clothes matching her

face in cleanliness. She is a pattern, I

tliink, in onr church.
Then there is Mrs. Kim, or as she is

called, Lady Kim, belonging to the high
class. She, on the other hand, has never
had to work hard, always being able to

keep a servant; although she has had to

endure hardship, because she had to

separate I herseif from her friends, who
were wealthy, but who refused to help

her for the reason that she believed the

Jesus doctrine and would persist in doing
so even though they cast her off. This
they did, and for some years she accepted

a small .salary and was used as Bible wo-
man by Mr. Moore. Her friends, with
all her faults, loved her still, and after

years began to feel sorry for her and
ahamed to have strangers, as it were,

supporting their own blood and kin.

Especially so now, as she was growing
old, for the Koreans, us a rule, have
great respect for the aged. So they

began in a small way by sending her a

load of wood, and gradually, little by lit-
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tie, more and more: and she in the mean-
time had felt that she was growing old and
could not travel and do the work she
ought to to receive a salary (her salary was
$2.50 gold or 5 yen per month). vShe

said she’d do all she couid anyway with
the strength the Lord provided, and she

added “Please pay the salary to some one
who can do more.” So it was dropped
and she has gone ahead visiting, encourag-
ing, reproving where necessary, comfort-
ing in times of trouble, and cheering at

all times the children of God here in

Seoul. I have had the privilege of being
Cv'ith her both in sorrow and in joy and
been helped not a little by her quiet,

sweet, Christlike manner among the peo-

ple. She too is a pattern for cleanliness,

her clothing being always rather of the

high class style, so often a soft delicate

colored silk waist with a pure white
or cream soft material for skirt. She has
such a nice complexion for a Korean, quite

a pink in her face and that face alwa5'S

smiling. Se has soft pretty hands too,

and wears a gold ring much like our
wedding rings.

There is one woman more I would
like to tell 5^011 of. She is Mrs, Kim too,

and again very different from either of

the others. She has lived mo.st of her

life in Sorai, perhaps the first Christian

village in Korea. There she has been

a saint among them. She learned to

read after her conversion, lost her hus-

band, and had quite a large famil}' left

to bring up, which she has done much
to her credit. She is a woman of wonder-
ful faith and has great power in prayer

W'ith God. She has visited the towns
and villages all around where she lived,

and, like Paul, encouraged and .strength-

ened their faith and taught them the

Word, showing them by a life of faith

and Christlikeness an example w'orthy

of following. Her son, who is my hus-

band’s language teacher and is studying

medicine also wnth him, lives here in

Seoul, and, as the last of her children

needed to enter a more advanced school,

she decided to bring her children to Seoul

and put the two girls in our Girls’ School

and the boy in our Intermediate School,

she to live with the son at the Hospital.

This threw^ her in naturally with our

church and she has been a great blessing

and inspiration to us all. She knows her

Bible like no other Korean woman 1
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have ever met, and her pra^’ers are so
full of faith and power and simple trust.

SUMIMER VACATION WORK.
Fro}7i A7i7i7ial Report of M/'S. Av7S077

JU 77C, Ipoj.

J left my classes and work generally in
Seoul about the first week in July,

when we w'ent down to Hang King. I

had decided to try to get better acquaint-
ed with the women of the Hang Kang
neighborhood this summer. I had been
here many summers, but being in very
poor health, had been unable to encour-
age their coming to the house. I knew
however that it w^ould not be good for

the home life and interests generally to

have them coming every day and at all

hours, so decided to have one day a week at

home to Korean women and that that day
be wholly devoted to them. They soon
got to know about the day and at first a

great man}' came, curiosity being pro-

bably their first, and to many perhaps
the only, reason for coming. However
they were attentive, and some seemed
interested. We had the meeting first,

knowing there would be no interest or

attention, were they to see the hou.se and
all its attractions first. The meetings
were kept up all summer with much
interest, but no assurance of anyone
having decided for Christ. The seed

doubtless fell on all kinds of ground
and we hope some fell on good grouud.
We may hear this summer something
about it.

One member of my weekday class in

town came down every week and met
with us, and once I had her stay for a

few days to visit the villages around here.

She made .some 60 visits and had some
interesting talks with one and another.

At one house which she was about to

enter they said “Oh, don’t come in to-

day. We have just made ready our sac-

rifices .to the evil spirits, hoping to ap-

pease them, so that they will keep away
from us. We have been having trouble,

and so beliCv'e them to be near, and we
want them not to disturb us any more.”
They were afraid that she would disturb

their arrangements and perhaps drive

the evil spirits nearer them, so she dare

not enter. To two or three other places

she went where they welcomed her glad-

ly. having her teach them how to read.

They were young girls or women.
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CHANG Vl'N EUB. ,

From Annual Report of Rev. C. E.

Sharp, Jnnr:, 19OJ.

'J'his work still continues to be a prob-
lem with no solution in sight. The

element that gives tone to the church life

lives in the Kub. It attends the services
with sufficient frequency to escape dis-

cipline; it takes no interest in the Bible
or Bible study or prayer. The spiritual
side of the Christian life seems to con-
cern it but little and their obligations as
Christians rest very lightly upon them.
Last fall one man went over to the Cath-
olics for the protection which he thought
he would get by so doing. But when it

became apparent in the recent troubles
that the priest had not the power which
the people thought he had, this man
wished to return to u.s. Our workers all

say that the above-mentioned element is

simply after power and influence, and I

fear they are correct. The leader how-
ever is of a different .stamp. He lives at

Ot Kol, but every Sunday, rain or shine,
leaves the more interesting work at

home and goes over to the Eub to con-
duct the services. He recognizes the
situation, and is praying and working to

improv^e it.

KEEPING THE .SABBATH.

From Annua! Report of Rev. A. G. Wel-

bon,June, iqoj.

^ne of the young men in attendance at
the class, after his return home, ob-

tained work in thegold mines. The wages
received were about three times what
is paid on the farm. He was very poor
and a comparatively new believer, yet

when Sunday came he put away his tools

and gathered with the little group to
worship, even though it meant sacrific-

ingoneseventhof hisincome. Some, lam
Sony to say. whose names have beeti on
our roll a much longer time, did not,

under the same circumstances, keep the
Sabbath, and had to be disciplined.

Under date of May 7th., 1903, Dr. Mof-
fett w'rites from Pyeng Yang ;

—

We had a good da3Mn the church here
last Sabbath, baptizing 51 men and w'o-

men and administering the Lord’s Sup-
per to 580 communicants. We are now'

setting up the belfry for our fine new
bell, the gift of Mrs. Garratt of San Fran-
cisco. It is a 450 pound bell and has a

beautiful tone, which it is a pleasure to

hear.

On March 5th., 1903, Miss Best w’rites

from Whang Ju;

—

Since P'ebruar}' 6th. I’ve had three

countr}' classes ; The first one at Han
Chun, about 30 miles from Pyeng Yang,
with an attendance of 49 w’omen

;
the

second at Cha San, nearl}' 30 miles from
Pyeng Yang in another direction, with
an attendanceof 53 women ; and the third

one here at Whang Ju, about 35 miles

south of Pyeng Yaug, with an attendance
of 47 women. The attendance on these

clas.ses, both as to numbers and regulari-

ty, is better than ever before. More wo-
men can read. Some are gaining a better

idea of what Christian livi ng really means.
The women who attend the clas.ses are

not those who come in just for the week
of Bible study and then .pa.ss beyond
our influence, but they are, almost with-

out exception, women wdio beloug to

.some group of Christians; they attend

church services, learn to read, are re-

ceived as catechumens, and thus put
themselves in the position of learners.

Some of them have been baptized. At
one cla.ss this year, with an attendance

of 26, 16 were baptized women. Some-
times about half of the women have been
baptized, but often, I think, the baptized

women number less than half, sometimes
not more than a third of the attendants.

It is these baptized and catchumen wo-
men (the latter themselves sadly in need

of instruction) wdio are to commend the

Gospel to the hundreds of heathen wo-

men around them. So that the work of
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teaching them is not one of light re-

sponsibility. We 'imist have more work-
ers next year to meet this great need. A
Korean woman, notwithstanding the

popular idea that her place is one of al-

most abject subjection, is no unimport-
ant factor in the family, and there can-

not be real Christian homes until the
women are taught more than most of

them have yet been taught.

I’m expecting Miss Snook this even-
ing from Pyeng Yang. She is coming
out to hold a class some distance away.
I leave day after tomorrow for a class in

the Pong San district.

MA SAN

From Annual Report of Rev. C. E Sharp,

Jmie, 190^.

'Jl^his is the second group organized this

year. The work formerl)' begun
here had di.sappeared, the men having
all gone over to the Romanists. One
man gave away his Protestant books,

and one of these fell into the hands of a

neighbor who became deeply interested.

This neighbor talked the matter over
with a friend, together they studied the

book, and finally decided that one of

them should go up to Haiju to find out
more about the new doctrine and procure
some more books. He met the Christ-

ians of Haiju and received instruction,

and returning home began to tell his

neighbors what he had learned. The
work has grown until now there are be-

tween fifteen and twenty persons meet-
ing regularly.for worship. Of this num-
ber two have been baptized. One of

them is the \'Oung man who first became
interested. He gives promise of becom-
ing an effective worker in that region.

The other is a woman who, previous to

her conversion, was called a lunatic. Her
father encouraged her interest in Christ-

ianit3^ thinking it might help her mind.

She became a Christian and her mind
was completely cured. Bot’n Christians

and heathen attribute it to the power of

God. Her father then said “You have
been cured and have gone far enough.
Just drop the doctrine.’' But the wo-
man thought otherwise, and has been
growing in strength and knowledge con-

stantly. She has learned to read the

Testament and has cheerfully borne the

August igoj.

persecutions that have come to her at
the hands of her relatives.

“THE ROMANIST TROUBLES.”

had grave fears last winter as to
what the outcome would be of the

Romanist troubles. The troubles began
in territory in charge of Pyeng Yang
Station, but were rapidly spreading,
and would soon have swept over the
entire province. Mr. Kim Yun Oh of
Kum Dong was taken and impri.soned by
the Romanists. This was the principal
case in which Seoul Station work was
immediately concerned. It is impossi-
ble to say whether it was his being a Pro-
testant that led to his seizure, or his
having held a government office a year
or two previous. However that may be,

and although the troubles may primari-
ly have started between the' Romanists
and the Korean government, the. Ro-
manists were using their power for the
overthrow of Protestantism in that re-

gion, and it is a matter for deep grati-

tude to God that t'heir plans have been
checked. So far as observation goes on
my field, two results of great importance
have come out of these disturbances In
the first place, the people high and low
have learned that there is a radical dif-

ference between Romanism and Protes-
tantism. Up to this time the popular
idea has confused them very much and
they were regarded by the masses of the
people as being alike in .spirit and prac-

ti;-e. In lhe second place, our mission
aries and Korean Christiairs have gained
the respect and confidence of the people

of all classe-. On my last trip in many
places I was taken for a priest, and as such
was regarded suspiciously, and in some
place.s lodging, food, &c., weie hard to

obtain: but as soon as in became 'knoun
that I was a Protestant mbssionary and
not a priest the attitude of the people in-

stantly chinged and we could get any-

thing we wished. Althjugh the above is

true, there is no general moven;ent toward
our church, for which fact we are thank-
ful. Such a movement just now would
be fraught with great danger. Jn'om

Annual Report of Rev. C. E. Sharp, June,

1903-

^Imost for two months Bible Transla-

tion work, Cheng Dong Church work,
evangelistic work as far as I was con-
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cerned, and every other form of work

was all stopped in order that I might be

present at the investigation of certain

charges made against the Roman Catho-

lics in Hoang Hai Do. Protestant Christ-

ians alleged that they had been forced to

work in the building of Roman Catholic

churches, that money had been demand-
ed from them for the same purposes,

that they had been arrested for refusal

to make such payments, taken before

the Roman Catholic leaders and there

beaten, that the local magistrate could

do nothing from fear, that the Governor
ordered arrests to investigate the charges

and that the provincial Governor’s police-

men had not been allowed to take t’ne

arrested prisoners to the Governor, but

that at the order of the French priests

armed men had released the prisoners

and arraigned the Governor’s policemen
before the who, after seeing them
beaten, had sent them away empty-
handed.
We were unable to believe such stories;

and when it was suggested that, as the

French would have a priest present at

the investigation, it would be well for

an American also to be there, I left the

other work and went to Haiju, where I

met Dr. Moffett, who came ahso from
Pyeng Yang to be pre.sent.

It was very fortunate that we were
there, as we were enabled to send full

reports to the American Minister and thus
nullify the effect of unjust demands made
by the French. I believe that had not we
been present, the investigation would
ha ve been turned into a farce. As ft is, the

priestsand peoulewill be much morecare-
ful, and it is hoped that the suggestions
of the Imperial delegate who made the

investigation will be carried into effect.

We were all of us much surprised at

the turn affairs took, for we found that

not one fourth of the troubles were
known. It .soon developed that it was
not a persecution of the Protestants, but

a S5'stematic iittempt to levy upon all the

people. About five per cent of the cases

that came before the Imperial delegate

concerned Protestants. It was a case of

“Imperium in imperio,” the Korean Ro-
man Catholics refusing to acknowledge
all Korean authority and establishing

their own courts and prisons.

A full and careful report has beeu
prepared for presentatiou to His Majesty,

who will then direct one or other of the

Korean courts to deal with the cases

:

but as yet, owing to the Prince’s recent

illness, no business is done at the palace.

From Ayinnal Report of Dr. H. G. Under-

wood, June, igoj.

THE LOWER SCHOOL AT THE MISSION
COMPOUND.

From Anyiual Report of Rev. W. M;
Baird, September , i(^02.

^his school has continued to grow in

numbers throughout the year. The
total enrollment was 90, and the average

attendance sixty pupils. It became nec-

essary to increase the seating capacity

of the little school building, which was
done by refitting some outbuildings. One
of the Academy boys has assisted the

teacher in teaching each afternoon. An-
other teacher had to be added in May to

help handle the overflow boys. Plans

were set on foot to divide the school into

two schools of upper and lower grade.

Kindergarten features will be added to

the lower grade .school, and the two
schools will be separated as much as is

consi.steat with their present crowded
quarters. Much as a school building is

needed, it probably cannot be hoped for

this year, because there are no persons

of wealth among the patrons.

The poor building in which this school

meets is no index to the character of the

work done tliere. The teachers have been
faithful and the pupils have done excel-

lent work. The spirit of the school is

in favor of hard honest work and clean

lives.

Six pupils graduated this year from
this school, wlio expect to enter t’ne

Acadeni}'. The}' are the first pupils we
have graduated. It is to be hoped that

our lower schools will all be able soon to

supply us with graduates w'ell fitted for

entrance upon academic studies. Until

then our supply of eligible candidates
for entrance to the Academy must ne-

ce.ssarily be more or less limited.

The monthly parents’ meetings have
been not only a means of increasing in-

terest in school work, but have been a

means of grace to the parents. At this

time there have been discussed, in' addi-

tion to purely school affairs, “the duty
of parents to children,’’ “the duty of

family prayer,” &c.
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OPPORTUNITIES.

From Annual Report ofMrs. S.N. Welbon,

June, TQOj.

'J'ncsday vve had our first country wed-
ding. There was a large gathering

of t hristiaiis and manj’ unbelievers.

Four of the Pai Chun women were with

us and all took advantage of the op-

portunities offered to acknowledge Christ

and to speak a word for Him.
That afternoon we went across the

plains 45 It to Kam Bowie, the home of

the young groom. For chair bearers

1 had two young Christian farmers. A
party of Christians kept by my chair

and many times along the way took hold

and carried the chair—to rest the men a

little, they said. Even Chun and Kim, the

helpers, have done this, though the

coolies protested they were not tired. The
lesson they were striving to teach has

not been lost : one of the men was heard to

say “Chri.stianity teaches that all work is

honorable.
”

The wedding party had preceded us,

and, although the houses were crowded
with guests, we were given a house to

ourselves. It was new and clean and
stood alone on the hillside some distance

above the rice fields.

We had a good meeting that night in

the largest house in the village. Kim
preached a sermon he had heard from
one of the missionaries in Seoul on “Roll-

ing away the Stone.’’ In the morning
at 9 o’clock service he gave a short talk

on “Elijah,” after which I spent till

noon in the saraug with Mr. Welbon
and Kira, while women candidates were
being examined.
The following afternoon Mr. Welbon

and helper left for Haiju Point and I had
the women alone. The grandmother from
Ouppunnie hardly gave me time to eat,

so anxious was she for teaching. She
wmuld stand outside the door with her

Testament, and as soon as the table was
carried out a little cough reminded me
that she was waiting to come in again.

She was learning slowly to read, receiv-

ing little help or encouragement at home.

Often tears came to her eyes as she said

“Pweeu, I am just like a little child, I

am so ignorant: but I do want to learn

more.” Then her book would open at
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a passage she had heard in the meetings
and she would ask “Please teach me more
about this, and the time is precious: let’s

hurry before the others come in.”
Was it worth while to spend the few

minutes for rest time between the meet-
ings with just one old ignorant woman?
I would rather have spent hours with
that one patient, faithful learner than to

have had the crowded roomful of indif-

ferent listeners. Till late that night we
sat talking as .she turned from one marked
passage to another. Once she said “If

you are not too tired, may we read just

one more: it’s so long since amissionary
woman has been here.”

The following day we went 30 H to

Parrakai, stopping on the way at Mo
Hak Kol. A little church of three kan
has been started here, but not completed.

A little boy perhaps eleven years old

came into the women’s meeting, and I

noticed that his were the only books in

the room. “Can you read?” I asked a

woman near me. “Only a little,” she re-

plied, rather shortly, I thought. After

sitting quietly a few minutes she put

her hand on my Bible and hymn-book,
saying “You can read all that’s here: I

will tell you how I have learned to read

just a little. At morning prayers and
Sundays, when we all gather, I hear the

men read .some passage or sing a new
hymn, and I think those are such good

words; if I could only remember them
all, how glad I would be. But I forget

all but just a few words, and these I say

over and over to myself. Then this

neighbor boy comes in and, hearing me,

says ‘Grandmother, would you like to

learn to read those words?’ And be-

cause he reads them so often I hav^e

learned the characters and some I have

committed to memory.” She put her

hands on mine. “Your hands are soft

and white, but look at mine, how black

and hard and rough they are. Every
day there is hard work to do here at

home or out doors. In the spring it’s

.sowing grain or transplanting nee, now
it’s harvesting grain. When we saw
your chair coming I was in the field

cutting rice. After a while comes thresh-
^

ing, then I must go to the hills to cut
'

firewood. But always while I work I

can think of these precious words and
repeat them many times to m3'seif.”

THE KOREA FIELD.
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BACK AFTER FURLOUGH.

From Annual Report of Dr. FP. G.

Underwood, June, i^oj-

Jmuiediately after our arrival the first

thing was to get the house in order,

pipes having burst in both the heating
•apparatus and the - plumbing in almost
every part of the house. In the repair-

ing of these no little time was c jusumed,
as there seemed to be no one . to do the
work but mvself and the steam-heater
had to be entirely taken down, as the
boiler itself needed repairing.

Even before this was completed I took
my place on the Board of Scripture
Translators, and my days hive been
pretty regularly taken up with almost
daily sessions of ihe Board. The Board
began its work this year with the early
chapters of First Corinthians. Wh°n I

joined they were at about the 6th. chap-
ter of Second Corinthians. Work has
steadily gone forward, taking the books
in their order in the Bible, and we have
completed the Board work up to the early
chapters of Second Thessalonians. Tn ad-

dition to the above work of the joint re-

vision, per.sonal work is done on assign-

ed books, and I have completed the re-

vision of the Epistles to Timothy and
Titus and those written by John and
Jude.
No small portion of the spare time of

the past year has been spent iu real es-

tate business. First, I had not been back
a week tefore an official came over from
the palace to request a reopening of the

question of the exchange of the Chong
Dong Mission site. After interminable
conferences the terms of exchange were
agreed upon, contract drawn up in Eng-
lish and Chinese, signed at the American
Legation, and one hilf the money receiv'-

ed ;
and finally, much to the surprise of

everyone, the last payment was made
twelve days before it was due, a thing un-
heard of heretofore in Korea’s dealings.

Second, The purchase of a site for my
own house, interrupted when negotia-
tions were about half completed by my
trip to Haiju and stay there for two
mouths, took up no little time. Then
too, when, after repeated failures, suc-

cess at last crowned my efforts and fifteen

days’ work had been put on the prepara-
tion of the site for building, it was too

commanding a position, it overlooked
the whole city, so it was declared too
near to one of the temples and all the
Koreans working on the .site were order-

ed by the city mayor to stop work. Of
course, it was not stopped for any such
order; but when the mayor himself came
and proposed an exchange, sa3dng that
it was His Majesty’s request, it w^as

agreed to
;
and my house is now progress-

ing on the new site close to the new Mis-
sion compound outsidq the South Gate.

The daily Bible sessions of three and
a half hours each have prevented m3"

getting away from the city for evangelis-

tic work. My main effort has therefore

been in connection with Chong Dong
church. The long time that this c’nurch

had been left without au3" pastoral over-

sight had caused it to be in a very much
run dowm condition. The working force

of the church was almost completely dis-

organized, the zeal for the work was al-

most gone, there had been no opportuni-

ty for any admissions during the whole
nineteen mouths of my absence, and
during this same time the Communion
of the Lord’s Supper was administered

but once.

We have been steadily pushing the

thorough reorganizing of the church,

but it is slow work. The people are

however becoming more energetic and
again beginning to work for the salva-

tion of others. There has been a good
increase in the attendance upon the

church services. The missions of the

church are also improving, and some of

the older members have arranged to reg-

ularly iu turn visit the.se missions, so

that every Sunday one or two of the

members from Seoul are at the out-

stations.

The officiar3" of the church meet once

a month and, considering all the church
interests, assigns work to special com-
mittees. The committee on delinquents

has been doing excellent work, hunting

up those w'ho have been lost sight of or

who are not regular in attendance. Some
have moved away, some are attending

other churches, some have grown cold.

Many of these have been won back and
it was a great surprise to me to find how
well this Korean committee were doing

their work.
The committee on the attendance of

the children of church members on the
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Service keeps a list of all the children,

notes their attendance or non-attend-

ance, and calls upon the parents to ex-

plain their absence. There has there-

fore been a marked increase in the at-

tendance of the young' people.

The young people of the Chong Dong
church are in good working condition

and have assigned to themselves in pairs

certain new mission stations, which are

visited once a week. They publish

weekly the Chong Dong Church Calen-

dar, carry on two of our regular weekly
meetings, and meet to talk over their

work and plan for new work -once a

month at my house.

The .sale of Chong Dong site necessi-

tates the removal of the church. Plans

for a new building have been prepared by
Mr. Gordon and approved by the church
officiary. At the Communion service

held in May out of 27 that applied for

admission 14 were baptized and 13 re-

ceived as catechumens. We are hoping
and praying for an outpouring of God’s
Spirit upon the whole church.

VICTORS.

'Jl^o two of our number since last May
has come the sometime expected sum-

mons and they have laid down the arms
of their earthly warfare to enter the

haven of a blissful rest. Mrs. Fred. S.

Miller, a recent bride, and Mrs. W. B.

Harrison, then Miss Linnie Davis, en-

tered the field of work for the salvation

of Korea within one month of one another
eleven years ago and within the same
month they have both completed their

task. Of both it may be said with em-
phasis that they were faithful. Each had
a wide influence among Korean women
•and each has won many expressions of

sincere mourning from among them.
We deem their places most hard to

fill. God knew He could spare them
from tho.se places here but could U‘-e

them for His glory above. But surely

He has willed it that these longing Ko-
rean women should be taught of their

Savior and surely He calls thus loudl}^

that the relinquished work be taken up
by others of like consecration to Himself.

SICKNESS AND RUMORS OF SICKNESS.
From Annual Report of Dr. O. R- Avison.

'J^.he summer months were to some ex-
tent taken up with making prepara-

An^ust /poj.

tions for an expected epidemic of cholera,
the Korean government having issued a
request to the foreign doctors of Seoul
to unite in the or'ganization of a Board
of Health. Many meeting.s were held,
an organization effected, drugs ordered,
plans made for a cholera hospital, and
pamphlets of instruction gotten up in

both English and Korean for distribu-,

tion to the people for the purpose of in-

structing them in ways of avoiding in-

fection. Branch organizations were also
established in Pyeng Yang and Chin-
nampo in the hope of stopping the ad-

vance of the epidemic before it reached
those points or at those points, for it was
advancing from the north, having come
into the countrj' from Manchuria.

In time reports that the disease had
reached Pyeng Yang were brought to us
here, but as preparations were being
made for the Imperial celebration the
authorities here foolishly decided to

ignore these reports and to deny the ex-
istence of the disease, lest the celebra-

tion should be interfered with. The
Board of Health made several appeals for

funds and for authority to take up the
work of quarantine and prevention, but
in vain ; and finally the Board disbanded,
and when the epidemic reached Seoul
there was no organization ready to cope
with it, so that each doctor simply dealt

as best he could with the cases that came
to him. Fortunately the epidemic was
late in coming and, being le.ss virulent

than the previous ones, it attacked fewer
people and passed away more quickly, to

the gretit .satisfaction of et'erybody.

Perhaps the chief epidemic of tlie year
has been smallpox, which has been more
prevalent than at any previous time since

I came to Korea ten years ago. A visit

to the outside of the Snkumun (water-

mouth gate) in the early summer reveal-

ed more than 30 smallpox corpses wrap-
ped in straw and propped against the
wall, where they are left for a month or

so before being buried
;
while the hills

around were covered with many hun-
dreds of small graves recently made,
nearly all those of smallpox victims.

Our foreign community suffered from
this epidemic, three cases developing,

one of whom, Mr. Johnson of our mis-

sion, succumbed. I am glad to say that

many of the Koreans brought their

young children to be vaccinated, and
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•some young adults, Avho had been vac-

cinated in childhood, and who had there-

by escaped the disease, came for revac-

cination.

The Koreans do not yet come to the

foreign doctor for treataient for this dis-

ease ;
nor indeed do they treat it with

native remedies, except to make offerings

to the supposed spirit, of which they

made mention as their honored guest,

often naming the disease somiim, which
means an honored guest.

Another serious epidemic of the 5’ear

has been measles, and this has appeared

to attack a majority of the young child-

ren and in many cases adults. Perhaps
not many deaths have been directly due
to it, but in many cases the sequelae

have been very destructive, there being
many cases of pneumonia, bronchitis, and
noma. This latter, which is one of the

most fearful diseases that can attack a

young child, as it destroys lips, gums,
teeth, and often the cheek within a few
days’ time, has been much in evidence,

both as a result of measles and of small-

pox, and in only too many cases death
has speedily ended the child’s sufferings,

though I am glad to saj' we have saved
some cases that came into the wards.

But this has been a year of epidemics
;

and whooping-cough has followed in the
wake of or preceded measles in man}'
cases, or attacked many others indepen-
dently. The Japanese call this disease
the Hundred Days’ Cough, which is not

a bad name
; but the Korean name, like

the English, is descriptive of the .sound

which accompanies the cough, viz., tang-

iiagui kichini, or Donkey Cough. Both
foreign and native children have suffer-

ed with this very uncomfortable disease

to an unwonted degree and its sequelae
in bronchitis, pneumonia, and general
debility have afforded us much practice.

TRAINING UP LEADERS.

By Rev. Eugene Dell-

^wing to the rapid development of our
work, we already have some very

serious problems confronting the Mis-
sion. No one of these 'is more serious

than the question of supplying leaders

and pastors for the local congregations.
In addition to our three regular!}' or-

ganized stations, where there is a small

force of resident missionaries, we have
twelve outstations. By an outstatiou is

meant a place where there is a body of

believers and where regular Sabbath and
mid-week services are held. Our work
has reached that stage already when un-
der the blessing of God we hope and ex-
pect outstations to multipl}- rapidly.

Among the male members it is an excep-
tion when there is one who is not willing

to lead in prayer in public or take charge
of and conduct Sunday services or a

mid-week prayer meeting. Their willing-

ness in thisrespect is very commendable,
but is not however in itself sufficient to

make efficient leaders. The training

and developing of these leaders, by
whom the vast bulk of the evangelistic

work in Korea is to be done, is the prob-
lem now confronting us.

To partially supply the need we have
adopted the plan of having annual Bible

and training classes. The class for this

year is now in session at the Kuusan
station, with Messrs. Tate, Junkin, Bull,

and Bell as instructors. The subjects

taught are Biblical and general geog-
raphy,' Life of Christ, Old Testament
and Church History, theology, the Gos-
pels and Epistles, church government.
&c. During the class conferences are held

at which a free discussion is had as to

the best way of developing and maintain-
ing the work on a self-sustaining basis.

There are fifty-eight present from the

most intelligent of our 15 groups of be-

lievers. From these wd hope to raise

up faithful efficient church officers and
pastors. As the men earn their own
living and most of them have families

depending on them, we can only keep
them two weeks at a time now. But after

we have regular candidates for the Gospel
ministry we hope to have them in secular

and theological training a larger part of

their time. As is the ca.se with the

other departments of our work, this also

is on a self-supporting basis and each

attendant at the class pays his own board.

A similar class has recently been held

for women by the members of theChun-
ju station.

So in this way we hope to train com-'

petent native leaders who will help us

care for the large number of babes in

Christ and go with us out into the

highways and hedges and compel a mul-
titude of others to come in.



120 THK K0K£A FIELD-. August igog

DOWN-RIVER GROIt^sT
'

From October Station Report of Rev. F.

S. Miller.

w- found three brothers at Haing Jn
with their hair hanging over their

faces and one arm out of their overcoats,
mourning loudh'—when visitors came

—

theMeath of their aged mother. One of

them was a bright earnest Christian man,
and the otlier two were said to be bap-
tized attendants. After a Bible reading
and prayer with them they broke the
bonds of custom, tied up their hair,

stuck their arms through their .sleeves,

and went about clothed and in their

right minds. It was not that they
mourned as tho.se who have no hope, but
that they were as enslaved by the mourn-
ing customs of the world as some of the
Christians at home.
The boat I crossed in was also owned

by one of the Christians and operated by
t wo others. They rowed us across and
carried us and our baggage several hun-
dred feet through the mud and reeds to

the shore and would not accept a cent

for their trouble. They said it was all

in the family. The usual pa\^ for such
services would have been about two days’

wages for a farm hand. On looking
down into the little cabin of the boat, in

place of the usual drum used in spirit

worship, I saw a well worn Bible on tlie

shelf beside th® lantern.

We spent a night each at Chul Won
and Kim Po Up, holding two meetings
at each place. From Kim Po Up we
went to Tong Chin, .San Cham Wha.
where we found helper Shin established

iu the neatest and cleanest house .seen on
the trip, and also found'a most interest-

ing and interested group of students of

the Word. We had arranged to spend

tw’o days here, though they said they

could not stop work during, the day, it

being the 'midst of the rice harvest.' But
God gave us rain the next day, so that

we were able to hold five well attended

meetings here, one a communion service.

I heard the best singing here I have
heard at a country church, the women
and girls singing the hymus they had
been taught by Miss Wambold.

This church iscompo.sed almost entire-
ly of the members of one clan, relatives-

of Shin Ho Sun’s wife. The head of the-

clan is an old man of eighty-two. When
the yonnger members first believed he
used to throw w.ooden. pillows at their
heads as they knelt in prayer. What
especially exasperated him was the fact

t'nat they kept the Sabbath and stopped
smoking and drinking. As he threw a
block he would say "Now you can just
trust God and stop working, cau’'t you ?"

One day they found the old man (of 79
then) out in the field planting tobacco
and grumbling to himself, "They don’t
smoke, the useless rascals, nor drink,
ar.d so no oue plants tobacco or brings
beer for me.’’

The Christians made liis ca.se a .special

subject of prayer, and of preaching too,

and one day he came into church and
sat down with the res:t, an humble .seeker

after God. He was overheard talking,

lately, to a scoffer who blamed the famine
on tlw: fact that so manj' had taken up
with this new doctrine ; and the old man
of many summers recalled famine after

famine he had Seen in his eighty years,

and after each instance he would ask
"And who believed in Jesus then ?’’

Returning to Kim Po we spent Satur-

day and Sabbath there and had a large

meeting and communion service Sabbath
morning, to which many came fro-m the

surrounding groups. Noticing several

'outchers in the church, I asked the

helper it they w'ere earnest Christians,

and he told me how, five or six years

ago, the magistrate had tried to compel
them to slaughter cattle for him on Sab-

bath. When they refused he persecuted

them till t’ney took what of their belong-

ings they could carry and tramped over

to Tong Chin district. Here, in their

wanderings one child died and t’ney car-

ried it back ho-ine to bury it. On reach-

ing heme they found their door sealed

bv the magistrate’s orders and had to

petition him for permission to enter. He
granted their request, but on the day

after they buried the child he arrested

them again. How many of those cases

of persecution and patient endurance

there are in Kqrea we cannot know. But

surely there ate many more than we
have faith to conceive of.
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